CHAPTER XV

INTERESTS AND PREJUDICES

Iff the type of psychology which is called Herbartkn the
" apperception-mass " is an important concept. An apper-
ception-mass is a group of ideas which aie related to one
another, have links of association which bind the whole
together. For example, I have a certain apperception-mass
which is centred round the ideas of evolution and natural
selection Within this "mass" are numerous pieces of
knowledge of various biological facts, beginning with many
from Darwin's Origin of Species: various illustrations of
the way in which natural selection works (such as the
illustration employed in Chapter II of this book); pictures
of geological specimens; visions of the slow change of life
on this planet through the rolling ages; names and lives
of men like Lamarck, Darwin himself, Huxley, Weismann,
Wallace. All these ideas and facts are integrated iocsely
into a whole system which comes, in one or other ol its
parts, readily into my mind when any new theory is dis-
cussed which deals with animal or plant forms.

According to the Her&artian theory of apperception, I
shall be interested in a new idea if I possess a strong appe?*
ception-mass to which the new idea can be affiliated, and
if this apperception-mass, this set of welcoming ideas, is
in my mind when the new idea is communicated w me, or
if not in consciousness at the moment, at once enters it.

Although this is a very oEC-^ded view of what happens,
yet it is an important vie^ and i$ wortk more carofal
examination btfore we eontemptato other aspects ol
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